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but it also had many shortcomings and variations. These are all discussed in an
absorbing story, illustrated profusely with contemporary drawings, paintings, photo-
graphs, etc. The country, provincial, and city home, and that of the rich and poor
are described, and throughout there is extensive reference to contemporary literature,
mainly Dickens, Eliot, the Brontes, Trollope, and Gaskell. Children, housing, home-
making, andtaste also receiveattention. The main defect is the paucity ofdocumenta-
tion, so that the book is oflittle use as a reference work.
Nevertheless, itwillbeessentialreadingforanyonedealingwithdiseaseinVictorian
Britain, and it can be warmly recommended.
FRANK HARRISON, The dark angel. Aspects of Victorian sexuality, London,
Sheldon Press, 1977, 8vo, pp. xii, 288, £6.50.
The author is a professional writer and he tackles this currently popular theme by
discussing three aspects of it: middle-class sexuality, which comprises most of the
book; working class sexuality; and prostitution. The fear and shame ofsex, blushing,
the ignorance offemale and male sexuality exhibited by the medical profession, the
perpetuation ofthe patriarchal family state with the suppression of the female, and
the way in which painting reflected the latter's emancipation, are some of the main
topics dealt with inthe first part. Inthe second section, a graphic account is provided
ofthe living conditions ofthe poor, the result ofwhich was total celibacy. This part
andthethird one, however, areby no means as wellhandled as thefirst, and, although
wide research has no doubt been carried out for the book as a whole, the amount of
documentation is small.
IAN SELLERS, Nineteenth-century nonconformity, London, Edward Arnold, 1977,
8vo, pp. ix, 102, £2.95 (paperback).
Another title in the excellent series, Foundations of Modern History, this book
traces thegrowth ofthe English Protestant Dissent, a rise from an alienated andhated
minority to arespectable andpower group. In so doing the author relates this change
accurately andextensively to social andpolitical events. The survival andproliferation
of the non-conforming churches is a complex phenomenon, but it is described here
lucidly, and the account includes a survey of philanthropic activities. The book
deals with yet another aspect of the general Victorian background, a knowledge of
which is essential to the historian ofnineteenth-century medicine.
EMILY TAFT DOUGLAS, Pioneer ofthefuture: Margaret Sanger, Garrett Park,
Md., Garrett Park Press, 1975, 8vo, pp. viii, 298, illus., $8.50 ($6.95 paperback).
A revised edition ofanearlierwork, this is anexcellent account ofMargaret Sanger
(1879-1966), who was an early American leader in the women's movement. She
founded the first birth control clinic in America and, at the age ofseventy-three, the
International Planned Parenthood Federation. Her career was tempestuous, and the
rewards for her enlightened reforms included eight imprisonments. However, she
won her battle to legalize contraception in the U.S.A., and also the support and
friendship ofH. G. Wells, Havelock Ellis, Julian Huxley, Tagore, andNehru, amongst
others. The book is well written, but, although based on extensive research, there is
no documentation ofit.
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